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0 Letter from the Rev. Mr. Whiteh eld, 10 

24 Friend in London, ſhewing the Re 
mental Error of a Book, entituled, The 
Whole Duty of Man. 


ODE "RCs: 7 
— * bad > . 


4 
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My dear Friend, | 
INCE it has pleaſed God to give me a true 
Knowledge of the Doctrines of Grace, I 
have frequently thought, that next to the fal- 
lng away of the Clergy from the Principles of 
the Reformation, the Books, which are 
in our Church founded on the Armiman Scheme, 
have been the chief Cauſe why ſo many of our 
own Communion in particular, have built their 
Hopes, of Salvation on a falſe Bottom. The 
Authors not only led the People Captive in 
their own Life Time, but alto after their Death, 
like Simon Magus, for long Seaſon have be- 
Fvitched the People with their $orceries; L mean 
3 Weir ſcemingly devout, but at the n 
anti-Chriſtian . 
The only Way herefore, to open Peopss 
1 ves, I think is this: To ſhew them that the. 
of 'ritings Which for ſome Years paſt, have been 
$> much admired, are directly contrary to the 
Poſpel of Jeſus Chriſt,for this Reaſon, thought. 
it my Duty, to bear a publick Tef imony a= 
| hes the Writings of Archbiſhop 77 illetſon-y 
3 | A 3 And 
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__ 0 be no d cal | Cuiltiza at Heart: But 
| : altof . 
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ty, to point cut the Fundamental Error of. an 


Au thor as much admired and read by the morc 
eommon, as the Archbiſhop by the more lear- f 


ned and polite, ſort of People. 


L know you are impatient to hear, who this 
can + If you will promiſe me not to be an- 
Sry; F11 tell you; it is that much admir'd Book | 
called the WHOLE DUTY OF MAN. q 
Methinks, I ſee you furprized at the very men- 


Woning of it. But remember, I deſir'd you J 


Ee 
a 


not to be angry; and if you will: throw aſide | 
Prejudice, and arc fincerely defirons to know 
and do the divine Will, I am perſuaded we 


Mall be both of one Mind concerning this Book, 


are you lay this Letter down out of your Hand. 


But before I ſhew you its Error, to convince : 
you of my Impartiality, I confeſs, that the 


evotions of that Book were once of Service 


0 me: And I believe have been uſeful to ma- 
vy others. The Book in general, 18 calculated ; 


4 


to civilige, but I am perſaded it never was a 
Means of converting one ſingle Soul. I have | 


Jo becn looking over the Index and general } 


itles at the End of it, and cannot find the 


W ord Regeneration 10 en as once mention- 


; and indeed the whole Preatiſe is built on 
Mch a falſe Foundation, as not only proves the 
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And upon the ſame Account, think it my Du- I 
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Him, preſently after his Fall, 21d it 5s 5 briefiy' 
+ : contlmned 3 in hehe Hor ds, Gen. 34. G ra 97 


ow, | 


al ſo, that he had not ſo much : as a Head- Know- 


, ; ledge of the true Goſpel of J7eſas Chriſt. To 


prove this, I need only refer you to part o 
the Preface, Of the Ne ece//ity of- carms for 
the Soul, (lyth Paragraph) wherein the Au- 
thor talking of the ſecond Covenant ſpeaksthus: 


This ſecond Covenant lays he, was made with 


Adam and us in him, preſently after his Fall, 
and is briefly contain d in thoſe Words, Gen. 
34, 15th, where God declares, that the Seed 


6 ; of the Woman ſhall break the Serpent? s Head; 


and this was made up as the Hirſt was, of 


* Mercies to be afforded by God, and jome 


Duties to be performed by us. Who, that is 
any Way enlighten'd, cannot ſec the falſe 
Divinity and Fundamental Errors of this Paf- 
lage? For how can it be Proven that the ſe- 
cond Covenant was made with 4727; ar that 
God ever entered into any Covenantatall witty 
Man after he had broken the Firſt ? It is 
true, he did enter into a Covenant, (and that 
from all Eternity) with the ſec ad Adam the | 

God- Man Chriſt Jeſus, in our dess Eat it 

cannot be proved that he made any iccond Co- 
venant at all with Adam himſelf, or any offiisFo-' 
ſterity. But ſays our Author; 's He "did h 
* 4 ſecond Covenant with Alan, and us in 
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gether, inſtead of applying to God, to cover 


When they heard the Voice of the Lord God 4 


here God declares, that the See of thte 
« Wiman ſo 211 break the Serpent's Head. But 
I would ask, where any Covenant is contained 
in theſe Words? An d,how it is made up as | 
the firſt was, of ſome Merc es to be afforde d 
by God, and ſome Duties to be performed by 
us? Here i is a free Gift and Promiſe ot Salva- 
tion made to Adam, but no | Covenant, 
not a Word of any Condition mentioned. No, 
it was the free Gift of Godin Chriſl. Ad am 
was now in a State of Condemnation, he was 
fo far from being deſirous of entring into Co- 
venant with, that he fled from, God, and was 
not ſo much as truly convicted of his Sinz as 
will evidently appear from the Context. For, 
both he and his Wife laid the Fault not upon 
chemſelves, but one another and the Serpent. 
The Woman which thoa gavejl ine, (therein 
tacitly' reflecting upon God, for giving bim 
that Won q) foe ga ve me ſays Adam, aud 1 
"hh appears no true Senſe of Sin at 

all: and to ihew they hid no Notion of a Sa- 

viour, we arc told they ſewed Fig Leaves to- 


their Nakedneſs; and afterwards Ag ircm Go}, 


walking among th2 Trees in the Garden. Here I; 
then opens the "Myſtery of Godlinelz, God 5 + 
nifeſt in the Flcſh. Not with :Randing our fit W#: 

F arcnts 5 
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Parents had broken the Covenant, and HFA 1 


F their Hearts hardened; yet, out of the Riches - 
L of his free Grate, Ged had provided a Reme- 
dy from all Eternity, and now reveals it in 
Time. The Seed of this IVoaman, i. e. Jeſus 
7 Chriſt, Cho in all Probability was ſpiritually 
* conceived that Inſtant in the Heart of Eve) 
tall bruiſe the Serpent's Head, i. e. by his O- 
bedience and Death, ſhall ſatisfy divine Juſtice, 
fulfill the moral Law in M's Stead; and 
thereby deliver him from the Power of the De- 
vil. Here are no Terms mentioned, on Man's 
Part at all, And ſuppoſing there had been aCo- 
venant made with Man, © And it had been 
made up as the firſt was, of ſome Mercies tu 
be afforded by God, and ſome Duties to be 
2 performed by us. Alas, we are of all Creas 
7 tures the moſt miſerable; for then we are not 
under Grace, but under the Law. And if A- © 
dam could not keep the firſt Covegant, tho' in 
perfect Innocence; how can we, who hate God 

by Nature, and whoſe Thoughts are only evil 
2 continually, keep a ſecond like unto it? Is not 
this putting Man into a moſt unhappy Condi- 
tion, and making his poor imperfect Obedience 
the Cauſe why Jeſus Chriſt is merciful unto 
1 im? and if 1o, how is boaſting excluded in the 
1 of our Redemption, as theScriptures 


Frery where affirm? And how can Eternal 
| Lite 


K 
8 
Lite bee free Gift of God, thro* Jeſus Chriftl 
our Lord? But this is agreeable enough tof 
the Divinity of this Author, who in the Twen þ 
tyv-firſt Paragraph of his Preſace lays; Th 
Third Thing that Chriſt was to do for us, was, | 
ro enable us, or give us Strength, to dy what | 
God requir 507 its. This he doth, firſt by taking ? 
off from the Hardneſs of the Lato given to A- 5 
dam, which was, never to commit the traſt 
diu upon Pain of Damnation, and requiring 
of ws. only an holy and heariy Endeavour to | 
do what we are able, and where we fail ac- 
cepting of flucere Repentance. Now, I would | 
fain know, where God has taken off rom the 3 
'  Hardrcis of the Law given unto Adam? And 
Taoquired of us only an holy and hearty Endea- 7 
ur to do what ve are able? And, when we fail.“ 
accepting of ſincere Repentance? This is all þ 
3 as falſe, as God is true; the whole Law is as 
| ft much. i in Rorce againſt as as it was againſt 4. = 
1 . before we are found in Chriſt. God has 4. 


been ſo ſar from taking off from the Hardneis + * 


of the Law given to Adam, that yeſus Chrizt | 
declares, that he came nok to deftrey, but to 
Tulfil it. And, until convinc'd of the Obliga- 
tion we lie under to obey the whole moral 
Law, in Thought, Word, and Deed, how can 
we tee the Neceſſity of the Righteouſneſs of 1 
Jeſus Ghriff? God's Law was honourable, 7: 
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„ te 
% Chriſt folfilled it in our Stead, and upem 
Account of that Righteouſneſs impuled to us, 
and not on our hearty Endeavours ot Repens 
¶ tance, are we accepted by him. What is there 
ia our hearty Endeavour or Repentange, to re- 
commend us to the Favour of God, or render 
them worthy of being joined with the Righ® 


tceouſueſs of Chriſt, as tho t Vas not ſuffis 
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¶ cient in 3ſef? Our beſt Ace but len 
dida peccata, glitter ing Sing. I cannot pray, 
ſays the pious Biſhop Beveridge, but I Sim 7 
cannot hear or preach a Ser mon but I Sin; 1 
cannot give an Aims, or receive the Sacrament, 
but I Sin; Nay, I cannot confeſs my Singbut , 
ray vers Confeſſions are {ill Azgravations 40 
” 2 ghem; my Repentings need to be repented of; 
ny Tears want waſhing, and the very waſhing 

1 4 of my Tears, need ſtill to be waſhed over again 
5 3 with the Blood of my Redeemer, Jeſus Chriſt, 
The Lord is our whole Righteouſneſs, we are 
to go to him as poor Sinners. Beg Salvation 


IS } 
2 BY 


of him as his free Gift, and entreat him io giv 


b us a living Faith, whereby that Righteouſs 


neſs may be applied to our Hearts; and then 
„ Arhat Faith, if true, will work by Love.  Thig, 
the Author of the WHOLE DUTY OF MAN, 
Was wholly ignorant of, otherwiſe he would 
„not have laid ſuch a Foundation: and if the 
E oundation be ſo bad judge you how wretehedlt- 
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10 
Wenk. the . be. Tt Gould 
take more Time than I can at preſent ſpare, to 
Point out all the Miſtakes of the whole Book: 
1 will only refer you to what this Author ſays 
about Recreations, Sunday, 19th, Sec. = 
wherein he ſeems not only to allow of Gaming, 
by faying, if we play at any Game, but di- 
Ne go it, to let zheEndof our ih. 
It be meerly Th recreate ourſelves] thought oY 
Glory of God, and not ſeif-pleaſing, had bee 
the Principle from which a Chriſtians oug 1 ; 
to act. I ſuppoſe from this Paſſage, a Man whom 
I reproved lately on the Road, for Gaming in vi 
the Chriſimas Eoly-Days,grounded his Authos | 1 
rity for ſo doing: He told me, the Whole Duty) 
of Man ſaid, he might do fo And indeedI be- 3 
lieve he is not the firft by thouſands, who have 
been miſerably deceived, by this much applau- ” 
ded Book: And therefore I thought myielf o- 
bliged to write this Letter. You may make 
what Uſe you will of it. I care not if the Con- 
tents are publiſhed upon the Houte Top, Nay, 4 
I thiok it your Duty, if convinced yourſelf, to 
endeayour to convince others;for there's noHopes 
of bringing People to a right Knowledge of the 
Goſpel, till their Fa vourite, tho erroneous, Au- Hy, 
ehors are difcountenanc'd and laid aſide. Before 1 
I ſee England, hope I ſhall hear that my dear 
Friends in the Muniſtry, both in preaching and 
Printing 14 


11 F 


Ages as well as the preſent, will be much behol- 
| den to them for it. Their Declarations will ſtand 
s Records that God did not leave himſelf with- 
Fout Witness, even in the Worſt of times. Other 
1 will be much encourag'd there- 
dy; and thouſands, nay, ten thouſands, prefer- 

Wie perhaps they 
may not be able avoid. Henne, whether 
they ſecond me or not, by the Help of my 
it God, both abroad and at Home, (if it be the 
n Divine Will I ſhould fee England again) I wild 


11 perſevere in 1 bearing a more cxplicite and parti- 


cular Teſfimony againſt the falſe W ritings of 
T our admired Rabbies. Do you and my other 


Friends watch over me; reprove me ſharply 
2 7 whenever you perceive my Spirit embitter'd. 
Pray that I may be as meek as a Lamb, and 
| x as bold as a Lion; and then whatever befalls 

me for ſpeaking as I ought to {peak, through 


JF 


Jo; our Aſfectionate Fr eq 


and Servant 
zaChrift. 


GEORGE WHITEFIELDÞ. 


T Pnoting have IRR -- my Teitimony. Future 


divine Grace mall be chearfully ſubmitted to 
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